GARDENING TIPS FOR OCTOBER
* Marigolds, calendulas, and nasturtiums may be dug up and planted in pots and brought inside for indoor blooming.

* Take in houseplants promptly, repotting them if needed in a good compost mix. Move them in stages as not to stress them during the transition. 

* Give evergreens, rhododendrons and newly set out perennials a thorough soaking of water, but do not water newly planted bulbs. 

* Amaryllis plants that have been growing outside all summer should be allowed to dry out (their dormancy period) then placed in a dark place until the new growth starts. 

* Tulip planting may be started as soon as the bulbs arrive, although mid-October is early enough. 

* Bulbs planted this month should be mulched lightly, but not until after the ground freezes. 

* All roots and bulbs that need winter storage, such as dahlias, tuberous rooted begonias, caladiums, cannas and gladioli, need to be taken in when the frost has cut the tops down. 

* When they gourds have dried, they should be washed and then may be painted, waxed or decorated to suit your needs. 

* For early spring blooms in the garden or rock garden, plant Winter aconite, Eranthis hyemalis. The yellow buttercup-like blossoms will open two weeks ahead of crocuses. 

* Warm season ornamental grasses are in full bloom at this time of year. Note which ones you like now for spring planting. 

* All trees and shrubs should receive plenty of moisture before the ground freezes. 

* Make sure to start your own compost pile this season. Don’t waste the leaves, recycle them into compost!
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